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Communications for insertion in the Journal must reach the 
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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 


fE was almost an accident that we were not sent to the 

Poll on Armistice Day. The politicians appear to have 
chosen «. later date more from convenience than from any 
scruple in turning our day of unity into a day of division. 
Although in the end the Great Silence came with enhanced 
solemnity amid the clamour of tongues, we are left with the 
reminder that the most sacred memory is precarious just 
because it is human. “The iniquity of oblivion blindely 
seattereth her poppy, and deals with the memory of men without 
distinction to merit of perpetuity.” We who make week by 
week our silent tribute of remembrance—repeated on the day 
both in our Branches and through a little band of chosen Members 
who were invited to the Cenotaph Ceremony—should not ignore 
the forces that make for forgetfulness. It is not the mertia of 
fatigue, or the distress and disappointment such as embitters 
the idealist and clouds his vision ; it is not the cynic, to whom the 
calculated crime of r19r4 and the abominations, some too horrible 
for print, with which “ Kultur” sought to hack its way through, 
are now, when the danger is passed, hardly worth a shrug of the 
shoulders ; nor is it the averted eyes of greedy age or the eager- 
ness of youth, with hurrying feet festenantebus ad hec nova— 
pressing on to new (and better) things, that we can call the true 
cause. It is rather that “ mercifull provision in Nature’’ whereby 
the mind seeks to forget painful things, and “ our delivered senses 
not relapsing into cutting remembrances, our sorrows are not 
kept raw by the edge of repetitions.” In our private griefs this 
may well be “no unhappy stupidity,” but when it urges our 
unconscious mind to forget the wrongs and sacrifices of others, it 
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makes us unwittingly betray them. ‘The clumsy bickering of the 
politicians has almost drowned the call of the soldier to “ honour 
the dead by helping the living.” While the peasants of Northern 
France are still homeless in the desert which is all they have yet 
‘obtained from the peace, our own men wander in a devastation of 
unemployment. The great effort of the Western Nations to 
defend the outraged traditions of Christendom will indeed have 
been in vain if the sacrifice of the victims falls, spurlos versenkt, 
in the Lethe of human frailty. For it is not in the waters of 
forgetfulness that we shall build the walls of the New Jerusalem. 


COMING EVENTS. 
December 2nd .. Bradford Branch--Rev. M. P. G. Leonard, D.S.O 
December 6th .. Mark I. Rev. W- FE. Orchard, D.D., on © She 
Catholic Position.” 
Swindon: Marlborough-Swindon Toc H Reunion. 
London : Half-day Retreat for Toc H Members 
and C.FE.M.S. Conductor, Rev. R. H. Royle. M.C., 
Toc H Padre. 
December roth .. Berkhamsted School---Major Frank Edwards 
December 13th .. Mark I. Mrs. Philip Snowden—-On the Geneva Cen- 
ference of the League of Nations. 
December r4th .. Mark II. Edward J. W. Ferguson, U.M.C.A. 


Free 


December oth 


December 15th, Birthday Convention. Full Programme will be issued 
and roth-17th. to ticket holders. 

January 3rd .. Leicester—Christmas Supper. 

January 4th -. P.B.C. at Toc H Branch, Stoke-on-Trent. 


January 5-7th .. Toc H Campaign at Huddersfield. 


SOCCER FIXTURES. 
Dec. 2nd.—ist XI v. City of London School at Catford. 


sg 2and.—‘ A” v. Alexandra Park “A” at New Barnet. 
gth.—r1st XI v. H.A.C. at Armoury House, City Road (Moorgate 


Street Station). 
a oth —‘ A” v. H.A.C. 2nd XI at New Barnet. 
F gth.—Toc H Soccer “ Crush ” at Mark I, 8 p.m. 
a 16th.—1st XI v. St. Bart’s Hospital at New Barnet. 


x 23rd.—-Ist XI v. Bank of England at Roehampton (Priory Lane). 
3 23rd.—Extra īst XI v. Old Westminster Citizens at Dulwich. 

A 23rd.—‘ A ”? v. Oxford and Bermondsey Club at New Barnet. 

$ 26th.—rst XI (on tour) v. R.E. (Old Comrades) at Kastbourne. 
ij 27th.—1st XI v. Eastbourne at [astbourne. 


ii 30th.—ist XI v. Queen’s Hospital at Sidcup. 
vee 30th.—“ A ” v. Old Citizens “ A ” at New Barnet. 


NOTE.— The 3rd XI want “ Away” matches on Saturdays in December. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

THE BIRTHDAY PARTY will be close upon us when this 

number is published, and very few tickets will by then be 
left, so be warned in time! A full programme of the arrange- 
ments will be distributed to all ticket holders, and so none is 
given here. <A tragic little confession has come in from our 
gallant R.T.O.: ‘ We regret to report that the R.T.O. is, as 
usual, rude and incompetent. He has entirely failed to get any 
concessions of value from the Railways, except the illusory one 
that parties of twelve returning on the same dav can get their 
returns for single fares. Isn’t that just like an R.T.O.?” Even 
ours can’t down the Practical Joke Dept. of the Railways. The 
laugh may be theirs, but the fault is not his. Lady visitors who 
turn up to Mark [ on the morning of December 16th will find 
the League of Women Helpers in session. Members of the L.W.H., 
by the by, are asked to order their Journals from the L.W.H. 
Secretary at Mark I, 23, Queen’s Gate Gardens, S.W. 7 


TALKING OF MaAarxK J, the Hostellers thereof celebrated the 
end of the dullest of General Elections with the gayest of 
Dances, in the “ Green Howards Club Room.” Hostellers from 
other Houses came “armed ” with friends, and Mrs. Horne 
and Miss Macfie kindly acted as Hostesses. A special “ turn”’ was 
given at 11.15 by “ Radio Rex,” aided by “ Tubby,” who insists 
that the antics of this intriguing animal (electric) were inspired by 
kindness only on the part of his trainer. By common consent, this, 
our first London Dance, was a great success, and will be by no 
means the last. Already Mark If are saying “ What about it? ” 


Tur ELECTIONS have come and, Dieu merci, are gone. Several 
good friends of Toc H appear among the survivors, and also among 
the casualties. Putting our various political views aside till next 
time, and thinking of our personal ties, we would ofter our 
congratulations and condolences upon the varying fortunes of our 
friends. These include Trevelyan Thomson, Major J. D. Birchall, 
Lord Robert Cecil, Austin Hopkinson, and Lieut.-General Sir Aylmer 
Hunter-Weston. Among the casualties are Rear-Admiral S. R. Drury 
Lowe and Major-General J. E. B. Seely, who both fought a 
good fight like the gallant heroes and sportsmen that they are, 
No better example of how to take a defeat could be wished than 
that shown by General Seely in his address at Mark II, when, 
straight from the poll, he came regardless of fatigue, to make good 
his promise to speak to us. 


REINFORCEMENTS have reached our harassed Headquarters. 
To begin with, P. W. Monie, C.S.I., has arrived, and in spite 
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of having only a fragment of a table to work at, is hard at work 
for us all. “‘ Tubby” feels ten years younger already. Those who 
get to the Birthday Party will be glad to see our new Honorary 
Administrator in the flesh, and those who can’t will before long 
feel the benefit of his energy and skill in guiding their activities. 
Then there is Colonel R. C. Grant, who began life as a Judge- 
Advocate-General in British East Africa, and is now exalted to 
the dizzy height of Protagonist of the Birthday Fund. Dividing 
his person between Mark I and Mark II, he has an admirable 
tenor voice and a proper contempt for the speed limit and all front- 
door formalities. His statement of Toc H is the first paper issued 
from Headquarters that has been simple and clear enough to be 
intelligible to the single-cylinder mind of Gog and Magog, Ltd. 
He gets through more in a day than many get through in two, 
and can tackle any kind of job that’s going. The Birthday 
Crisis also found us Major “ Buster ” Browne, Honorary Transport 
and Billeting Officer, and maps, measurements and general 
magician. When he hasn’t got the nth part of a table to do 
maps and plans on, he goes out and copes with everything and 
everybody concerned with the Movement Orders for December 15th. 
All power to his elbow. Those who know “ Tubby’s”’ little ways 
with the midnight oil and other things, will realize what a joke it is 
to be his day (and night) secretary. The optimist who has 
“ clicked ” for this is the irrepressible W. H. Brown, of Mark II. 
After a 72-hour day with “Tubby ” “in form,” he is capable of the 
most surprising things, and his hilarity at breakfast is almost 
criminal. He only becomes serious as the evening after the 
morning after the night before draws on, bringing with it the 
night before the morning after that. Burning the pencil at 
both ends, he races “ Tubby ” giving tongue at terrible odds and 
in the tiniest hours. Yet he has been known to go to bed since 
he blew in a few weeks back. And to think that Arnold Bennett 
once wrote that some people sleep themselves silly ! 


THERE REALLY ARE Now four sets of forty slides, and these, with 
the lecture notes, can be posted to applicants in rotation. Branches 
are, however, asked to note that there is a scarcity of slides 
illustrating our work elsewhere than in London. Every group 
could help by getting itself photographed, and lending the negative 
to Headquarters to be made into a slide. Photos (especially 
negatives) of Group activities will always be most valuable. 
Reading is becoming a lost art, and the soul of the multitude 
is reverting to the cave-man’s craving for the pictured thing. 


News oF Two New Houses will be found elsewhere in 
this issue, which is almost a Special Toc H Housing 
Number, enlivened with an illustrated supplement by the genial 
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humour of “ Pat” and Mrs. “ Pat,’ and now news comes that 
Hull has been able to take the first step towards a House through 
the generosity of Mrs. E. M. Cooper-Marsdin, who has given £100 
towards a Club Room, the duplicate of another gift of hers for 
the furnishing of the London Houses. Mrs. Cooper-Marsdin is the 
widow of the Rev. Arthur Cooper-Marsdin, who was born in Hull 
sixty years ago, the son of a partner in Brownlow Lumsden & 
Marsdin, the original owners of the Wilson Line. Mrs. Cooper- 
Marsdin has also presented a Lamp of Maintenance in her late 
husband’s name, to be bestowed on the Hull Branch at the 
Guildhall on December 15th. Hull Members are to be con- 
gratulated on this munificent lead, which opens their Branch 
Subscription List. 


Two IMPORTANT forms of Toc H activity will be found recorded 
elsewhere, and every member will no doubt do his duty 
by giving all possible support. Both the Soccer and Rugger 
teams are to be congratulated on their success, but mere 
success is by no means an adequate test of the value of the 
Sports side to our work. It is the spirit which these teams 
carry with them wherever they go that spreads far and wide the 
ideal kind of information about Toc H. They must not be allowed 
to lack players or supporters, and an effort must certainly be 
made to provide more gloves and other apparatus for Charlie 
Thompson's Club in St. John’s Hall. Christmas is coming, and 
his stocking must be filled to bursting. The programme of the 
Drama League speaks for itself, and here again we must meet 
their efforts with our own, and see that they act, as they would 
themselves put it, “ to capacity.” (See announcement p. 136.) 


A TEW EXTRACTS from the Overseas mail will remind us all how 
long is the chain and how strong are the links that bind the sons 
of Toc H to one another all over the world. From Colombo a 
late Secretary of Mark II, Colin Kerr, writes :—~ 
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The further one gets away from a thing, the more 
clearly one seems to see it, as it were, in perspective, and the 
further I get away from Toc H the more priceless those two years 
in London seem to me to grow, and the more it seems to me that 
the thing we call Toc H is Teally worth while.” 

I believe Toc H would be a great thing out here 
if we could get it going. A Hostel in Colombo would be absolutely 
first rate, and I don’t see any very great difficulties in the way. 

The Head of the Company out here has two sons, one at 
Oxford and one at Cambridge, who apparently make a habit of 
staying at Mark I. Do you recollect them? I was asked to 
meet, the other day, an old member of the Cavendish who was 
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transferred on to Toc H. Seeing that I had arrived 
in Ceylon, in the September Journal, he asked to meet me (who 
said the Journal had no uses!!!), so that I could tell him all 
about it. I got my Journal also last mail. Very welcome it 
was, too. Tell the Reg. (poor old Reg.) that I note the wit re 


subscriptions, and will make suitable reply when I can summon 
the energy to write him.” 


Edward Ferguson (U.M.C.A.), a Foundation Member and 
ex-drummer in the Sherwood Foresters, who will be home on 
leave shortly, wrote a while back : “ Nelson, who is in Zanzibar 
diocese, and myself do so much appreciate the news from Toc H 
out in the wilds of Central Africa.” 


Then, in a long letter from Mexico, H. S. Golding savs to 
“Tubby”: “ Firstly, I congratulate you on your appointment to 
All Hallows, and all that it means to you and to Toc H. Secondly, 
I ask you to congratulate Mus. for me on his marriage, and, 
thirdly, I congratulate Toc H on its Journal. 

“ When I receive the Journal, I feel that there is at least one 
movement in. the Old Country with which I am genuinely in 
touch. To my mind, the outstanding feature of this dear little 
Dook is the feeling of personal touch which pervades all its pages. 

“ If I were to give you a list of all the people to whom I 
should like very kindly to be remembered, it would probably take 
up a great deal of paper, and would have the great disadvantage 
that should one person be overlooked he might feel hurt. l 
therefore ask you to put up a notice to the effect that “ H. S. 
Golding, of Mexico City, wishes to be remembered very kindly 
to all his very good friends in Toc H in London and elsewhere.” 


Coming nearer home, here is part of a letter from the Mayor 
of Ypres, in reply to the invitation for December 15th :— 

“ Très Reverend Monsieur, 

“ Pai Phonneur de vous accuser réception de l’aimable 
invitation que vous voulez bien m’adresser, au nom de Talbot 
House, aux fins d’assister a la grande fète qui aura lieu au Guildhall 
de la cité de Londres, le Vendredi 15 Décembre 1922. 

« Je nai pas besoin de vous dire que j’accepte avec empresse- 
ment l'honneur que vous voulez bien faire a la ville d'Ypres et 
a son Bourgmestre, de me donner l'occasion d’assister a une 
{éte qui rappellera Talbot House et sa naissance en notre Cité, 
pendant la grande guerre: Institution charitable par excellence 
qui nous dit tout Vintérét que le peuple anglais a témoigné a 
notre malheureuse population. Veuille Talbot House recevoir 
Yimpression réitérée de notre profonde gratitude ! 

“ J’apprends avec bonheur que la création de votre œuvre 
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a Ypres a eu pour résultat d’étendre ses bienfaits à Londres et 
a d’autres villes importantes de la Grande Bretagne. Puisse-t-elle 
avoir partout le même succes! . . . 

“ Je vous prie d’agréer, Monsieur l’Aumé6nier, l'expression 
de ma vive reconnaissance et de ma considération la plus dis- 
tinguée. 

(Signed) R. COLAERT, 
Bourgmestre de la ville d’ Ypres, 
Membre du Parlement.” 


AT THE. SIGH OF SAGITTARIUS. 


NEVI L RUCKER, well-loved in London Toc H as an old 

Hosteller of Mark II, the basement of which he endowed with 
a Dark Room and its mystic accessories, went over the top in the 
teeth of a tremendous congregation on Tuesday, November 7th. 
Sunny days to them both. 

On December rgth, it is rumoured that Stuart Sheppard 
has an important fixture which wants watching. Our common 
debt to him on all sides for years of unselfish energy is universal 
knowledge. He has from the first been one of the finest Mission- 
aries of Toc H, and there would be a famine in India if we could 
throw all the rice he merits. 

Rumour of a similarly distressing character now makes free 
with the future of “ Jar,” alias Robert Jardine, now Warden of 
Mark ILL, to be married shortly over the Tweed, if not over the 
tongs. Phelp, of Mark I, reigns in his stead from December Ist. 


ON THE SICK |LIST. 


DIck SHEPPARD is, at the time of writing, still in a critical 

condition, after a sudden operation for acute appendicitis. 
By the date of issue, he will, we all hope, be mending fast; and 
may even be well enough to speak to our great family at All 
Hallows at the Birthday Thanksgiving. But we must not be 
selfish. His health and strength under his tremendous task is an 
asset beyond verbal valuation to Christian discipleship in London, 
and far beyond. He has had the cause of Toc H at heart steadily 
from the first, and at whatever cost of time and journeying and 
trouble has aided it as few others can. Now night by night in 
our Chapels, we lift up his name in hope and faith and thankful 
love. 


P. B.C. 
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MAJOR EDWARD’S IMPRESSIONS. 


SINCE my arrival in England on September 16th, when I was 

met at Liverpool by dear old Pat Leonard, absolutely beaming 
with the Toc H spirit, it has been my aim to decide definitely in 
my mind whether Toc H is wanted in Canada and the U.S.A. The 
readers of this Journal and myself know it is, but it will be my job 
in the future, with a band of scattered but faithful workers, to 
convince the peoples of both countries also. It seems to me that 
their state of mind is that of one waiting to be convinced. 

In Canada, through the tremendous efforts of ‘Tubby ” and 
my own humble effort which followed, there are about 50,000 
people who clearly understand the aims and objects of Toc H. 
This out of a very scattered population of men, women and children 
totalling 9,000,000, is a very fair beginning. 

Wherever the start is made, I feel it should be a small but 
a sure one, rather than one which would take the form of a 
publicity campaign. Meetings should be held regularly, and the 
groups be formed by very careful selection. The new group 
should find its feet gradually, working along definite lincs— 
exactly as each new Branch has to do in England—taking care to 
suit itself and its work to the locality it works in, and finally 
reach that stage when someone will furnish the necessary funds 
for the purchase of the first Canadian House, from which the 
spirit of service will flow out through the many channels to every 
big centre in Canada. Those faithful spirits that are behind the 
movement in Canada will do everything to keep the already 
lighted flame alive, and, personally, I feel the time will come 
when they will be overjoyed to think that they were the “ Great- 
hearts ” who carried this wonderful thing to success. Since my 
arrival I have already had the pleasure of addressing a fair number 
of gatherings, including a few of the country branches, a few 
public schools, a “ freshers’ ?” gathering at New College, Oxford, 
and one or two organizations whose aims and objects have some 
kind of bond with our own. These meetings have been a great 
source of information, and my visit to the Shadwell Memorial 
Club is in itself an inspiration. I feel I cannot do better than 
advise all readers who have time to pay a visit to this wonderful 
club and see something of the work first hand. On November 15th 
I leave on a somewhat extensive tour beginning at Oxford, thence 
to Northampton, Birmingham, Bradfield, Tonbridge, Cheltenham, 
and Leicester. I hope to be able to tell you something of my 
tour in the next issue. 


P BLE. 
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SPORT. 


OR the moment, this must be confined to the achievements of i 

London Clubs, but I hope to be able to give some account of 
other Branches later on. 

The Soccer Club deserves first mention. It is now running 
three teams, and has beaten Westminster School and several 
other well-known sides. Lately it has drawn with the R.M.A., 
lost to “ Bunny ” Fairfield’s Team (after a great game), and has 
beaten Bradfield College. This last match deserves further 
comment. Toc H led off in great form, and scored two goals 
in the first ten minutes. Gatehouse, however, played a very 
fine game throughout for Bradfield, and scored several times. 
In the end Toc H won, 4-3, after a very strenuous game. 
Thompson, Musters and Dales were mentioned by The Sportsman 
as having played a particularly sturdy game. Soccer is, in fact, 
going very strong, and the Club is to be congratulated on its 
success. There is to be a special Soccer Night at Mark I on 
December gth, when all Members and friends of the Club are 
invited to turn up at § p.m. Details can be obtained from Charlie 
Thompson, Mark IT. 

Of Rugger there is not yet much to say. A match has been 
arranged with Faraday House for November 18th, and we hope 
to put up a good show.* The difficulty here is that all our more 
violent players are already playing for other teams. There are 
now literally hundreds of Rugger teams in London, and “ Old 
Bov ” teams naturally attract many. But I feel that Toc H 
Rugger enthusiasts should join together and form a strong Club. 

Under the heading of Sport, I ought not to omit a word 
or two about our Gymnasium—-if a bare room and two sets of 
boxing gloves can be called by that highfalutin name. About 
a month ago we were, for a small fee, granted the use of St. John’s 
Boy’s Club (opposite Mark IIT) asa Gym. Here Charlie Thompson 
has opened two Boxing and Gym classes—Tuesdays, 6.30 to 
7.30 and 8.30 to 9.30. Numbers at present are small, but once 
people know about these classes, they should grow rapidly. 
Meanwhile we want the support of as many as possible, and should 
be very grateful for any Gym apparatus that our friends care to 
send in. Personally, I think there is nothing better for the 
“liver,” or, in other words, “ general cheerfulness ” than a good 
hour in a gym. ; 

Before long I hope to put before you our cricket prospects for 
next summer. We have a good ground, but the pitch requires 
re-turfing, and here again we are hampered by financial considera- 


tions. W.R. F.C. 
* Which they did, and won 6-3.—[Ep.] i 
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MATCH RESULTS. 


Oct. 28th.—‘ A” Team v. B. of England A” .. a LOST: -04E 
Nov 4th.—‘ A” Team v. Old Westminster Citizens eo) SOS OTRA 
R Irrth.—“ A” Team v. Old Brentwood “A ”.. a WON, ~10-0. 
À I8th.—īst XI v. Lancing College di at .. DRAWN I-1. 
x 25th.—1st XI v. Charterhouse .. sy sia on, LOS 1-3. 
y 25th.—“ A ” Team v. Royal School of Mines “A ” WON 7-0 


Rugger—The Rugger NV opened their score with a win against 
Faraday House, 6-3. 


ST. BARNABAS PILGRIMAGES. 

A PADRE MULLINEUX, M.C., has been in to Headquarters 
with a really generous offer to Toc H (of which he is, 
of course, a member) from the Committee of St. Barnabas 
Hostels. The Hostels, which stand at Amiens, Calais, Bethune, 
Hazebrouck and Poperinghe, are far and away the most perfect 
and sympathetic provision that has been made tor the 
pilgrimage of those who would otherwise be unable to visit the 
sacred places of our race. Even in Canada, one heard stories 
of the kindnesses received, and of the reverent interpretation 
of grief for which they were equipped. The suggestion now 
made is that Toc H Branches should regard themselves as almoners 
in respect of certain free, or practically free, passes that will be 
available early in the New Year. Members would have the 
privilege of gathering the names of those families who would 
wish to send any two relatives to join in a great pilgrimage of 
British people. They would travel with special passes (é.¢. 
without the need of passports), and with little, if any, expense, 

provided always they deserved and required such assistance. 

This is a really generous offer ; and we have now to face the 
problem of using it fruitfully. Headquarters, therefore, asks 
every Branch to make a preliminary series of inquiries among the 
families known to them, telling them, when they call, that these 
practically free passages will be available, subject in each 
case to the recommendation of the visiting clergy; this in 
order to prevent abuse of the facilities. Two pilgrims from 
any one family is the maximum number. The pilgrimage is 
contemplated in March, 1923. The total numbers for whom 
these facilities are available are approximately 600. The 
several parties going to various points would, of course, be 
small, but they would, if possible, unite for a service of comfort 
at, e.g. the now completed Garden of Remembrance at Vlamer- 
tinghe. Preliminary reports as to likely numbers should be made 
to Headquarters as early as possible, and addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, St. Barnabas Pilgrimages. P. B.C. 
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THE KNUTSFORD CHALLENGE. 


T would be easy to write a panegyric on the results of the 
Knutsford Campaign, which has already produced ten new 
ranches, established a host of new contacts, encouraged many of 
our scattered members, and presented them with a fresh idea of 
the brotherhood for which Toc H stands. “ Thev brightened up 
as soon as they heard who we were.’ 

But Toc TH is out for sterner business than self- congratulation. 
We make the proud claim to stand in the direct succession to 
those who gave their all in Flanders and elsewhere. For them 
there was no question: of judging the results of their service. 
They Icft that to the “ Brass-Hats,’”’ or, with truer vision, were 
content to believe that it was in Higher Hands. It was the 
spirit alone that mattered; the spirit which first answered to 
the call for the men of England ; the spirit which gave a reckless 
all for the cause; the spirit w hich was caught up into the finest 
comradeship that ever was, and in that giving and in that sacrifice 
comracesiip found itself. In spite of all they endured, there was 
a sense in which they were never so happy before; and we who 
are left are set upon recapturing the spirit of those ‘days. 

It was in this spirit, and to help towards spreading it, that 
the ICnutstord Campaigners went out, and their action, viewed 
rightly, is a challenge to the whole Toc H Membership, actual and 
prospective. ‘The stor yisa simple but pregnant one. Here we had 
close on fiftv ‘‘of the best” giving a part ‘of their summer holiday 
to spreading the gospel of Toc H in some thirty-two great areas 
up and down the land ; linking up innumerable scatter ed members, 
and getting into touch with hundreds of other men, whose names 
were supphed by Headquarters and by favour of the League of 
Spiritual War; casting a Toc H eye over the towns and villages 
of their areas; diving into the dens of clergy and of Secretaries 
of Y.M.C.A. and British Legion Branches ; pushing out on bikes 
to remote farmhouses or cottages; dossing down on working- 
men’s sofas, in barns, or on the beds of the mighty ; tackling 
at times the man at the street corner, or in the train, with generally 
one result—“ that’s the sort of thing the Old Country is waiting 
for”; all the time keeping the weather- -eye open for the right 
man to take the lead in every place; and deluging Headquarters 
with detailed reports enough to keep the silly old office busy for 
a twelvemonth with new developments! A small corner of 
Flanders redivivus, and the Toc H spirit in action ! 

And what has been shall be, please God, in ever-increasing 
volume. Toc H must spread like the measles from those pay 
have “caught it,” and it is real fun being a “ carrier ” of “ 
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of the best things of its kind emerging from the years of sacrifice,” 
and “which must go forward at all costs ” (to quote our Patron’s 
words). 

One thinks of those Branches in the big towns or country 
wondering how best to employ their superfluous energies, ancl finding 
the answer in their members giving a week-end, or even only 
half a day, now and again to diving into all the surrounding 
neighbourhood |! “ If only Toc H could find volunteers who were 
prepared at anv odd time to blow into these country districts 
with or without introductions, and show a live interest in the 
problems to be faced, new life would be given to the ones and 
twos who are at present depressed with their efforts to make 
their little corner ‘fit for heroes,’ not only those returned but 
those growing up.” - 

One thinks, too, of those 1,500 London memb == being 
searched out one by one; the right leaders being spotted from 
among them, and the groups being formed which would develop 
into branches in some fifty districts of London, and, who knows, 
perhaps into one after another of the sorely needed Hostels in 
those areas ! 

In the same way the ’Varsity Members year by year, in 
ever-increasing numbers, might fare forth a la Knutsford lor part 
of that horribly long Long Vac., or of those more horribly short 
short Vacs., and discover things about their England, Scotland, or 
Wales which no other experience could give them ! 

“ Allons / the road is before us.” Who will take it? For 
all that Toc H stands for! In two years the young men of Italy, 
in a profoundly diverse movement with aims and methods far 
remote from our own, have combined and turned their country 
upside down. But their underlying motives are yet another 
challenge to us. “The spirit of the War, the sufferings of the 
people, love of their beautiful land, traditions of ancient Rome, 
youth struggling for recognition, these were some of the themes 
which inspired them, and led the new generation along fresh 
paths.” 

But it was not to be achieved without comradeship in self- 
sacrifice, and without discipline. And only this week comes an 
old General’s greeting to them: “ You young people have been 
able to accomplish what we of the older generation failed to do.” 

The Flanders spirit! The spirit of comradeship, service and 


sacrifice, and, after all, though few knew it, or know it, the spirit 
of the Christ ! 


HB. E. 
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PAYING THE PIPER. 


"EHTS is a good example of the dire results that may follow 
the most innocent suggestion. While “Sawbones” and 
I were trving to raise the wind at Leicester, a well-known 
gentleman of the neighbourhood, who had heard Lord Salisbury 
and “Tubby” talk on Toc H, called at our Office to see 
what he could do to help. He had had much experience in 
promoting good works, and was full of wise and helpful counsel. 
What follows is reproduced from a little booklet (obtainable 
separately), which was the outcome of two suggestions he made :— 
farst-—That we should buy our house piecemeal. “People 
who won't subscribe to a general guinea fund will buy a chair. 
Call a chair a guinea, and paint the giver’s name on it if he likes!” 
Secondly.--That some people mav be induced to accept 
responsibility for a given sum, and collect it from their friends, 
making un the balance themselves. 
Such was the germ of the idea. It grew by degrees. ‘“ Tubby” 
seemed +o like the rough draft, and said “ Go ahead.” The 


sugegcstici: of illustrations reminded me I had a wife, then in the 
wilds oi Dorset. So I wrote to her about it, and in due time these 
funny littl: men appeared. The “ friendly” porcupine was a 


happy slip. {meant “ fretful ’’—but his smile is rather engaging. 
Another cxample of the literal mind of the illogical sex is the 
gentleman who checks the figures towards the end. I intended 
him to be shown sitting on a camp-stool, with one leg crossed 
over the other, but all protest was stymied by my conviction, 
on the evidence of my own handwriting, of having asked for 
him ` sitting crossed-legged on a camp-stool.’’ So there he is, 
in a very precarious posture. 

The booklet is designed for use, if desired, in any place where 
we want to establish a House. There is no strictly local matter 
in it, save on the cover, which includes “ A note on Names, Why 
Toc H? ” etc., and a handy form for contributions, with the address 
of the Office, the Hon. Treasurer’s name, and a list of the Local 
and General Committees. It makes a tiny 16-page booklet, 
which one hopes won’t go straight into the W.P.B., but perhaps 
catch a guinea or so before it ends its career in that predestined 
receptacle. Those who would like to adopt it for local use should 
write to “ Sawbones ” at Leicester. 


AD eg Sy) fae 
Now CONCERNING THE COLLECTION. The Collection, of 
course, is to buy and equip the Toc H Community House to 
be established here. You’ve heard all about that, if you’re alive 
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to the Great Movements of to-day; and if by chance you’ve just 
returned from the fastnesses of Tibet or Pernambuco, and don’t 
know, please ask the Secretary for information, and you'll get it 
in heaps. We want the House—after that, Toc H in your midst 
will be a self-supporting centre of social service to the City : it is 
not a recurrent charity, and only this one effort is required. 


There are two alternatives, expounded 
in the following pages :—~ \ 
“ A” has its points—lots of them, like 
the friendly porcupine. 4 
“a9 i 
“B” has only one, but it’s a good AL 
one. dine 


“A.’—It is a curious fact that people will give more 
generously if their gift be for a definite something, rather than 


that it should be merged into a general fund, of which it iorms 
an indistinguishable part. Well, now; the house we have in 
mind . . but wait a minute :— 


The first requisite for a house, if you think it out carciuily, is 
a site. The good old days when you began by putting up a small 
hut on a common, and then built 
round it, have gone by and if 
nowadays you plank down « house 
somewhere on a site that doesn’t 
belong to you, there’s apt to be 
trouble with the police. Owners are 
a little peevish about such things. 
We're great friends with the police ; 
but all the same they’re not the 
proprietors of the earth (a point on 
which maturity corrects the natural 
impression of extreme youth), and we shall have to resign our- 
selves to paying something for the 
site. With any luck we have 
enough for this already. 


Well, now (as we have tried to 
say before), the house we have in 
mind has two staircases—stairs are 
very expensive—and the front one 
is approx. £262 10s., and the back 
£105 (why isn’t there a “ guineas ” 
sign, like the “ £” for pounds ?). 
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It has about fifty windows; and, although windows varv 
in price, let us say that a window costs £5 5s. 


It has yards and yards and yards of 
brickwork. How many thousands of bricks, 
at £4 4s. per thousand, may we put you 
down for ? 


If you'll pay for a staircase we shall 
be delighted for you 
to run up and down 
it all day (you may 
get a tray or pail to 
carry), but not all 
night unless you’re a resident, and then 
you must risk boots violently thrown . 
or if vou contribute some windows you 
will be welcome to look 
through them, from the 
inside, as long and often 
as you please; or to clean them if you think 
they need it. 


You may even play noughts and crosses 
on the bricks you buy (if it pleases you), 
provided thev’re on the outside of the house, 
and not too near the chimney stacks—or you 
2 \_Ww— may carry a few in a 
Š “a. hod, which is great fun. 


Then, there are 
doors. A house without doors would 
carry the military tradition too far, as 
well as being draughty on winter nights. 
There will be any 
number of doors—say, 
30 or so, at an average cost of £10 10s. each. 
You'll take a door, won’t you ? 


Fire-places are nice cheery things in the 
cold weather. Many of us know what can be 

Ny done with an oil-drum, a tin opener, two 

aise ae bricks and a bit of iron piping—but in the 
days when the house was built people were 

more luxurious, and there are a lot of ready-made fire-places 
already in position—-superior things with chimneys attached, and 
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they all figure in the price. There must be at least twenty of 
them, and with their chimneys they’ll cost anything round about 
£31 10s. each. They’d be cheaper without the Bee 
chimneys—but then the aspidistras would want CK 
dusting so much oftener. Who'll give a fire-place ? Zz 
—twenty offers wanted. 


There are bell-pulls. What they’ll be used for ms 
we don’t know, because if we want anything wel 
go and get it. Still they’re there, and we're afraid 
will have to be paid for. It’s a long time since 
we employed a bell-hanger— 
but say ten bells at £3 3s. 
apiece. If you'll buy it you 
may ring a bell as much as 
you like—nothing will happen, 
unless it’s the front door bell, 
and if it is you can always | 
run away. = 
IEN 1 
Phew ! we’d forgotten the | Ni 


roof! That is a chance for a Qu —— 
full-sized philanthropist, be- — 

cause it will cost at least £525. (Modern 
educational activity may be responsible for the high price of 
slates nowadays.) We want a roof, if possible, with fewer holes 
in it than that of the original 
Talbot House at Pop., since civilian 
amenities'are making some of us a 
little faddy about such matters. 


The things that really frighten 
us are those mysterious general 
terms, “ fixtures,” “ household 
utensils,” and “‘ furnishing.” We 
know there’ll be much money re- 
quired ‘to pay for things we can’t 
detail—such items as floor coverings and tin tacks, brooms and 
window blinds, pans and garden shears, crockery and other musical 

and a knife 


instruments, 
A O ) 
E OE 
OA 
z T machine, chairs 


bookshelves and 

cutlery, beds 
and a boot scraper, household linen and a hammer or two, 
tables and tumblers, and about two thousand five hundred other 
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oddments will have to be provided, probably by a process of 
accretion, 


Their purchase suggests an endless parallel—-a chair is a 
guinea, unless it’s 
an “ easy ” chair, 


; ~ *>y5 e 
when it may be l 2 : J 22 E 
five or ten—-a bed <4 


is three, or therc- 

abouts (we want a lot of beds)—tin tacks are two pence, but we 

have a packet alreadyv--a knife machine . . . but perhaps it 
would be as well to get the knives first. 


You see the idea, don’t vou? Well 

. there’s a form at the bottom of the 
appeal letter, and another 
at the end of this, either 
of which will save vou 
writing a note as well as 
a cheque. Don’t be 
worried if you've lost it— 
bring or send the cheque, 
and if necessary we'll find 
your address in Kelly. 


Now you may do a little sum and try to 
catch us out over the figures :— 


Roof, r at 
Staircases— 


Front, 1 at .. x mie fe n 202 I0 0O 

Back, rat .. z ey, s I105 O O 
Fire-places and chimneys — 

20 at £31 Ios. af a aë .. 630 0 0 
Doors, 30 at £10 Ios... Bc ae | Soe 
Windows, 50 at £5 5s. Ef kia .. 262 10 O 
Bells, 10 at £3 3s. å EA 3I IO O 
Bricks, and sticking them together— 

350,000 at £4 4s. per thousand .. .. 1,470 0 O 
Chairs, 150 at average of £2 2s. a .. 6315 0 0 
Becls, 30 at £3 3 ; . 94 10 oO 
Oddments (his iS whee we defeat you Ie). ; 989 o o 

Total .. £5,000 0 o 


* But you may retaliate by letting your fancy roam, and paying for all the 
mousetraps, or for the kitchen sink . . . and that reminds us about the 
baths—we west have baths. 
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It is vour money that will help 
to open the gate. 


“B,” you will remember, is the 
point you saw all by itself near the 
beginning—-the idea for which it 
stands (so literally) is this. It has 
been suggested by a well-known 
gentleman, who is himself adopting 
the plan, that individuals interested 
in Toc H should make themselves definitely responsible for a given 
contribution towards the amount required—f25o0, £100, £50 or 
£25—partly by collection amongst their friends and partly by 
personal donation. 


This is a very practical scheme, likely to be of real assistance, 
and the Hon. Treasurer will be glad to know if you will undertake 
an obligation of the kind, and the amount for which we mav relv 
upon your efforts. 


What is this wonderful House going to be? Four things :— 


First: An opportunity for meeting “the other fellow” on 
a footing of equality, in a way else impossible in our 
present social system, and getting to know and under- 
stand his point of view—to recognize that he is xof 
inevitably the unreasonable, truculent, grudging cinployee, 
or the grasping, overbearing and utterly “selfish c mplover of 
fiction. 


Second. A centre for the Toc H membership of the district— 
a Headquarters from which will radiate goodwill, com- 
radeship in service, help of a practical sort for the hard- 
pressed existing organizations of all kinds having for 
their aim the well-being of youth, whose main difficulty 
is often lack of workers—-Scouts, Boys’ Brigades, Boys’ 
Clubs, Welfare work generally, Y.M.C.A. 


Third: A residential hostel for a carefully selected team 
of Members, chosen from as wide a field as possible 
to comprise men of varying position and outlook, all 
pledged to a definite contribution of time and energy 
for pressing social needs in the community. A certain 
number of beds will be provided for Members passing 
through from other towns, and as this is a feature of 
each Toc H House, Members from this City going to 
other Branches may usually get accommodation where 
they will have also a cheery welcome. 
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Fourth: A memorial, living and growing, to those who gave 
all and remained behind in France or Mespot or the 
Dardanelles—-carrying on, in their spirit of lighthearted 
comradeship in the common task, the attempt to solve 
to-day’s difficulties, and linking up the post-war genera- 
tion of voung manhood in the tradition of unselfish 
devotion so magnificently theirs. 


ALL HALLOWS HOUSE. 


LL HALLOWS HOUSE will not be officially “ open ” till the 
middle of December ; but four hostellers made a beginning 
on November 7th. 

It should make an ideal hostel, about the size of Mark I, 
but with more small rooms. Jack Clark from Mark IT is Warden, 
“ Jonmy ” James from Mark I Secretary, and Sam Pickles our 
O.C. Messing. There has also moved in, from Mark III, Heawood, 
an energetic Secretary of the Students’ Christian Movement. 
The address is 
15, Fitzroy Square, 
London, W. 1, and 
the telephone num- 
ber Museum 2270. 
The Houseis within 
a few minutes’ walk 
of several Under- 
ground Stations, as 
shown on Major 
Browne's map. 

The conditions 
are not those of 
| positive hardship, 

ALL HALLOWS HOUSE. such as existed in 

15, Fitzroy Square, W. 1. the early days of 

Mark IL; but at 

the time of writing, mid-Novemtcr, only the Chapel and one or two 

rooms are furnished. We shall be pleased to see any visitors who 

realize our limitations. A point to remember is that the bell on the 

posh front door does not ring, so it is just as well to go straight 

down to the area bell. Also the fine kitchen, where we feed, is in 

the basement. Unfortunately, at night it is infested with cock- 

roaches. We should be grateful for a hedgehog, which might save 
“Tubby ” from standing on a chair all the time he is downstairs. 


F. W. M. 
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MARK V. 


JX the middle of August last an advertisement appeared in 
The Times, stating that the owner of a medium-sized 
house, with six acres of beautiful grounds, on the outskirts of a 
South Coast town, might be disposed to give it to a religious 
or charitable institution, if satisfied as to the use to which it 
would be put. It was described as essential that the house should 
be used as a permanent memorial to one who fell, and preferably 
in some way for the benefit of those hurt in the War. 

“Tubby ” was away with the Ober-Ammergau pilgrims; but a 
letter was sent, in halting phrase, reinforced by a selection of 
literature, inviting consideration of Toc H as a possible channel of 
fulfilment of the gencrous intention outlined in the advertisement ; 
and, with shame to the writer’s lack of faith, the matter almost 
forgotten. It seemed too good to be true. The letter was in fact 
regarded so much as a shot in the dark that the possibility was 
not even mentioned to “ Tubby ”’ on his return. 

Nearly a month later, however, there arrived the kindliest 
letter from Mr. W. Southwell Jones, written from “The Firs.” 
Bassett, Southampton. He was the advertiser, and this the 
house. It was desired to discuss the matter on the spot : would 
I go down to see him? I did better—-telephoned at once to 
* Tubby,” who was down in Hampshire at the time, a dozen miles 
away, and caught him just as he was starting for town. Fle 
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went to Southampton for lunch; and Mark V, to be opened in 
January, is the result. 

The happy sequence of events thus started has been con- 
tinued, quite providentially, in an offer received simultaneously 
from one of our Members, the Rev. L. G. Meade, who wrote to 
suggest that the Executive should consider an offer of his, namely, 
that he was prepared to devote himself whole-heartedly to the 
development of a Toc H House on the South Coast with no 
financial reservations. He offered to put his own furniture into 
such a house, and with his wife’s invaluable help to run it for 
Toc H as a real live hostel and club centre. 

Two such offers coming together were obviously meant to 
be hnked ; and Padre Meade is to take over Mark V as resident 
Chaplain to Toc H, Southampton. He will continue this brief 
history presently with a note as to the future. But there is more 
to be said Lefore I “stand down ’’—a word of description and 
a word of gratitude. From one’s own experience, Mark V is 
a very pleasant house in which to stay. It stands in the best 
pare of Southampton’s residential suburb at Bassett, delightfully 


plac iu very beautifully planned grounds of 63 acres. There 
is a goca tennis court, and room with a little levelling for two 
move, hree bowling greens, at least, can be laid out with very 


little trouble, and there is an ideal spot where the more strenuous 
mav plav clock golf. There is a real fairyland wood of 14 acres, 
and in it a place where well-directed energy can easily produce a 
swimming-pond that will be a joy in summer weather. The 
fruit and vegetable gardens are well planted and very productive, 
a point of great satisfaction and value to the catering department. 

The house is comfortably ample, and pleasantly planned on 
two floors. It is admirably fitted, with central heating, electric 
light, and a wealth of conveniences such as cupboards, store- 
rooms, fitted lavatory basins in several bedrooms, hot towel rails, 
radiators, etc., to delight the heart of any housewife. It has 
a series of excellent entertaining rooms including a fine billiard 
room ‘the table has been left for us); and bedrooms which will 
accommodate probably twenty-five residents. The property is 
practically freehold, being held on a lease with over goo years 
to run, at a small ground rent. The donor's generosity does not 
stop at signature of the deed of conveyance. Garden tools and 
furniture, electric fittings, some floor coverings, a billiard table, 
and some other furniture, are supplementary evidence of his 
goodwill; and he is even supplying the commemoration plates 
to be affixed to the pillars on either side of the entrance gate. 

The whole of this wonderful gift to Toc H is a memorial to 
his only son, who fell in France, and whose bedroom in the 
house will be our Chapel. No more understanding act of sympathy 
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with Toc H ideals can be conceived, and our deep thankfulness 
for this generous help is coupled with a certain pride that the 
Movement should have been judged a worthy medium for 
associating the name of Lieutenant Louis Southwell Gueret Jones 
with constructive Christianity of a very practical kind. 


De 3. P. 


And what can we make of it, this wonderful gift? The 
gardener “ heard tell as how some institution was coming there.” 
An unpleasing word “ institution,” and savowing much, far too 
much, of discipline of the precise character it is our aim to avoid. 
Discipline is infinitely important in all things, but without abating 
a jot of the standard, it is, fortunately, possible to vary the tone 
and “ tone ” is really the keynote of success, the very corner-stone 
of endeavour. 

We all remember the episode in that extremely aelighthal 
book “ The Virginian,” of Owen Wister: “ When vou call me 
that name, smile.” Jt is the smile that is enormously important. 


An Arab Chief said to a British Officer: “ The thine | inost 
admire in the British is their capacity for laughter, but it is also 
the thing I most fear because behind that smile lies th plure 
of our country. It’s not the smile of treachery, bu | dis- 
armament.” Now our motto is not inaptly elaborated in this 


speech of the Arab, and it is not easy to imagine a more admirable 
starting place for those who would conquer Hate with a Smile 
than Southampton. Tf you look at a map showing the track of 
steamers from Southampton, you will see paths that stretch out 
to all the world. It is a town of immense opportunity. The 
seaways of all the world are there, and Toc H at Southampton 
can send a messenger along each way to carry the message of the 
motto—To conquer hate. 


heei G N 


TOC H AND THI SCHOOLS. 

WE are learning now to deal briefly wth the question * What is 
Toc H?” even in third-class carriages and other emergencies, 
but per haps some are still stumped by a similar question conce ming 

the legend “ with which is incorporated The Cavendish Association.’ 
A few words, then, on what the Cavendish Association was, and 
on the way in which it is incorporated in Toc H, may be of ser vice. 
The beginning was in Coronation Year, tgir, at a mecting 
in the Albert Hall, called to rouse the Public Schoolmen of 
England to fresh efforts in social service. The immediate issue 
was the Cavendish Club in Piccadilly, composed mainly of young 
men already engaged in social work, and providing a rallying 
point for workers in School and College Settlements and Missions 
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in London and beyond. Unlike any other West End Club, it 
had a Chapel of its own. 

In 1913 some of the keener Foundation Members of the Club 
were moved to go further afield for social service recruits into 
the Public Schools themselves and into provincial cities where a 
old Public Schoolboys were in professions or business. Thus arose 
The Cavendish Association, a body distinct from the Club in 
constitution and management. The first appeal was made through 
a number of simultaneous meetings up and down the country, 
which were addressed by such men as the two Archbishops, 
Mr. Asquith, Sir Edward Grey, Sir Oliver Lodge, William Temple 
(then Headmaster of Repton) and many others. 

The Club and the Association together pegged out a limited 
claim within the confines of which they believed they could do 
their most effective work, deserving the service of men of just 
one type, the men of the Public Schools and the older Universities. 

(hen came the War. The Members of the Club and the 
recruits of the Association poured into that form of national 
service which suddenly took precedence of all others. Their 
losses were crushing, and, though both bodies survived, they 
emerged as mere shadows of their first selves. The Club is 
rebuilding itself, bat for the moment it is the Association that 
concerns us here. Through the initiative of some members of 
the Committee who were also Members of Toc H, the Association 
opened negotiations which ended, after an overwhelming vote 
in tavour by the membership of both bodies, in complete 
incorporation with us. 

So much for history. What is the contribution which the 
Cavendish Association has made to the life of Toc H? It has 
greatly strengthened the appeal we make to one of the essential 
sides of our fellowship of men. The Cavendish Association saw 
clearly that the moment to claim a boy for social service is when 
he leaves his Public School, and that to do this effectively we 
must prepare his mind for the job ahead before he leaves. It 
therefore broke into the charmed circle of the older schools, and 
found a welcome that was almost bevond its hopes. In each 
school an assistant master was appointed whose work it was to 
arouse and maintain the interest of the elder boys in all social 
questions, and to pass them on, as they left school, to the Head- 
quarters of the Association, which in turn provided speakers on 
these subjects for the schools, recommended books, and put the 
boys leaving school in touch with practical work to be done, 
by means of personal introductions to correspondents all over 
the country. This scheme has now been translated into terms 
of Toc H. The school correspondent, who is now a Member of 
Toc H in his school, still passes the names of leaving -boys to 
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Headquarters, whence, if they are willing, the boys are commended 
to our Branches and their social service secretaries. 

The contribution of Toc H is to put something more and 
something new into the original scheme. In the first place, it 
holds out to the recruit straight from school who ventures, very 
shyly as a rule, into his first job of service, not merely a bureau, a 
system, but a Branch, a fellowship of living men, a spirit corpore ate. 
In the second place, the circle of schools touched by the Cavendish 
Association must be immeasurably widened, if we are to cover 
truly the ground of Toc H. Much of the Session of the Schools 
Conference held at Headquarters last September was devoted to 
this question of development. The schools then represented were 
almost all of the Public School type in the stricter sense, and it 
was decided with one voice to approach forty new schools of 
another type as soon as possible. This is only one step, but it 
means that at next year’s Conference invitations will hav 


been 

issued to representatives not only of the sixty-five public (or 

non-local ’’) boarding schools, as now, but also to thi from 

forty “ local ’’ day schools up and down the country, fro which, 
too, leaving boys will be seeking election to our Branches. 

Most of us watch jealously lest Toc H grows up lop-sided in 

its membership, and this move will help to preserve a balance for 


the future. There remains the urgent question of the parallel 
development of ou: membership on the industrial side— that is 
from among those who leave the elementary schools at an age 
too young for Toc H to reach them there. But that demands 
separate treatment, and is already in the minds of the Executive. 
Lastly, no one can fail to see that the work of Toc H in the 
schools is no “ side-show,’’ but an essential part of the main 
idea. In the schools of to-day all our hope foi to-morrow awaits 
us. We who are Foundation Members exist now verv largely 
for the younger generation, which we so often talk about. To 
discover them, lead them out, help to train them and send them 
ahead to carry on—that is work enough for the best as for the 
simplest of us. Let the Branches look well to the schools, for 
their future lies'in them. B. B. 


DRAMATIC LEAGUE. 

AT 8 p.m., on December 6th, at the Church House, Barnet, the Dramatic 

League will present “ Belinda,” a Comedy in three acts by A. A. Milne, 
and “ The Gate of Golden Dreams,” a one act play by D. Clayton Calthrop. 
‘The performance will be repeated in aid of the Training Ship Stork, at 8 p.m., 
on December roth, at the Philbeach Hall, Philbeach Gardens, S.W. 5 
(nearest station, Earl’s Court). Doors open, 7.30. Carriages, 10.30 p.m. 
Tickets may be had at any of the London Houses, or from the Secretary, 
Mark III. Prices, for Barnet, 5/-, 3/-, 1/6; for Philbeach Hall, 5/-, 3/6, 2/6. 
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MR. SIDNEY PASCALL ON A CHRISTIAN ORDER IN INDUSTRY. 


(An address delivered at Mark I, on October 11th, 1922.) 


I COME to you to-night to speak about a movement I was inveigled into 
two years ago. It is called a National Movement Towards a Christian 
Order in Industry and Commerce. It is a terrible title, and everyone admits 
that we ought to have a better one. Many men have applied their minds 
to it, but up to the present everyone has failed to produce anything better. 
Many people would have us believe that business and religion—religion 
in the broad sense of a code of ethics, and something more—have nothing in 
common. Indeed, | remember being present at the first meeting of this 
movement, when a well-meaning and enthusiastic member moved that the 
present industrial system was incompatible with the Christian religion. 
Well, this good man happened to be a parson, and I said I thought there 
was a good deal to be said for his resolution if he would also add that it was 
incompatible with a paid Ministry ! Before we condemn the present system 
as being opposed to the practice of the Christian religion we must ask 
ourselves if there is any other system which would be more compatible. 

We are often told that no system can be good that works for private 
prot. Well, I am not so sure of that. I think people who talk about 
private profit being at the root of all the evils we suffer from miss the 
point. Private profit may, or may not, be a good thing. But I would 
rather have a ian engaged in an industry, conducted in a way which enabled 
him to supply the public with an article cheaper and better than had been 
supplied before, and who gave his workpeople decent conditions and decent 
wages, even il he did make a good profit—I would prefer such a man to 
another who made a very low profit, or no profit at all, who rendered no 
such good service to the community and was indifferent to the welfare of 
his workpeople. It is the service which the industry renders to the 
community, and not the profit made, that counts. A man boasting of 
making a small profit may be merely lazy or incompetent. The first ideal 
of the business man is to make his business successful and profitable. You 
cannot run a business at all unless you make a profit. 

Everyone will admit that the present business system has many evils. 
I am not for one moment going to deny it. But those who are constantly 
telling us that selfishness is the great motive power of modern industry are 
doing industry a terrible disservice. You might as well expect to get good 
results by enshrining selfishness in the highest places ; you might as well 
expect to get industrial peace by that method as world peace by enshrining 
militarism. If you want business men to act as they should I do not think 
it is a wise proceeding to start off by condemning them as everything that 
is evil. It is not fair, and I do not think it is particularly politic. 

There are a good many crusaders, mostly ecclesiastics, out to reform 
the business world, and the result of their efforts is very often to alienate 
the business man who is doing his best to hold up the torch, feebly though 
it may be, to the best of his ability. After all, it is only fair to remember 
that the British business man is not worse than his progenitor or meaner 
than people in other walks of life. We have only to look back to the past 
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and we shall see that contracts, for example, had to be in writing and under 
seal in the ‘‘ good old days” to ensure their being carried out. To-day 
ninety-nine out of every hundred contracts are verbal. Business to-day 
rests largely upon the performance of verbal contracts, and the word of a 
British merchant is his bond in the markets of the world. That itself is a 
testimony to a high standard of morality. When we business men compare 
ourselves with people in other walks of life I venture to assert that we can 
hold our own. The standard of conduct among average business men is 
every bit as high as that among men of the various professions. 

Well, what we feel, those of us who have been in contact with this new 
movement, is that what we really want is to appeal to our fellow cmplovers 
to join with us in trying to set our house in order. Emplovers have a 
special responsibility because of their administrative position and special 
knowledge. We believe that if those of us on the administrative side of 
business, from foremen up to managing director, can get the right idea of 
administration into our heads we shall be able immensely to improve the 
relations of all those engaged in business, and remove the feeling of suspicion 
and antagonism that is too often found. By this means it will be possible 
to bring about an atmosphere in which peace is possible, an atmosphere 
in which plans for co-operation between all sections of people cngaved in 
industry can be discussed, without which it is utterly impossible to reiorm 
industry. 

I once asked a friend of mine what was his idea of the purpose of 
industry, and his definition was that the purpose of industry was io serve 
the community, to see that everyone was properly housed and properly fed, 
and properly clothed. I do not think that goes all the way, myself. but 
after all it is a purpose, and if only industry did that to-day what a wonderful 
thing it would be. But industry is a very long way, unfortunately, from 
fulfilling that purpose, and until industry does claim that it is practically 
able to clothe and feed and house everybody decently, industry has fallen 
short of its ideal, even on the material side. I think we want to go farther 
than that. We want to say that industry must be regarded in an entirely 
new light as a national service, and I don't see why it should not be looked 
upon as a national service every bit as high as any other national service if 
employers, and those who are fortunate enough or clever enough to be in 
administrative positions, come to look upon themselves as trustees, first to 
their customers, and secondly as trustees of those whose destinies are iurgely 
in their hands. If we can only get that idea into our minds, and work with 
that ideal before us, it seems to me that we shall have achieved a very 
great deal. 

How can we do that ? The first notion of the average Englishman when 
he gets hold of a bright idea is to get it translated into an Act of Parliament, 
and he spends a good deal of his time running about after politicians trying 
to get this idea placed on the statute book. Someone said to me last night, 
“ It is all very well, you have got good ideas, but what is the good of them 
if the bulk of employers think differently ? ” That was a very pertinent 
question. My view is that I do not think any reform has been brought 
about except through the force of public opinion. It is only the force of 
public opinion that moves politicians and statesmen. The first thing is to 
get as many people as possible to think as we do. If we can get pcople to 
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think and agree with us then I think we can achieve the purpose we have set 
our hands to. An Act of Parliament without public opinion behind it is 
a dead letter, but if you can get a decent public opinion to back up your 
ideas, then whether you get your Act of Parliament or not your ideas will 
be carried into practice. That is what we are after. The aim of the 
Republican Party in America at the last Presidential Election was to defeat 
Mr. Wilson because of his proposal of a League of Nations, and they 
succeeded. But after the Republicans came into power Mr. Harding found 
it necessary to call the nations of the world together to confer and bring 
about, if possible, something of the same kind under another name. Why 
did Mr. Harding call that conference ? Simply because public opinion 
demanded it. Public opinion is greater than politicians and statesmen. 
If it is sufficiently powerful and sufficiently determined nothing can 
withstand it. 

It seems to me that what we have got to do is first of all to regard 
industry as a national service, then ask what that service shall do, and how 
it shall do it. 

As regards profit, I remember once idly remarking to Mr. Cadbury 
what a lot of good he could do with his money. He at once replied : “ It 
is not the good I do with my money after I have made it that counts ; it is 
the good | do while I am making it that matters.” Many a robber-baron 
of old has caused a monastery to be raised over his bones after death—a 
sort of belated fire insurance. The thing that matters is how you make 


your money. If a man is conducting his business without giving the best, 


service to the public and the best possible conditions to his workpeople, 
he is not rendering national service. He is not conducting his business 
with any true ideal in front of him. We want industry conducted in such 
a way that men shall be paid the highest wages that industry can stand. 
Then as regards hours. What is the good of industry if at the end of a 
day’s work a man is so tired out that he is fit for nothing else than to 
rest in his easy chair, too exhausted to cultivate the higher qualities of 
his character ? That is not the sort of industry, however well conducted, 
however splendidly organized, that is really worth while. 

Then as regards unemployment. Employers and people engaged in 
administration often say: “ We take the risk and that is why we take the 
profit.” But is that a quite correct statement ? ` Is it correct to tell people 
out of work they have no cause for grievance because employers take all 
the risk? Ave they not taking a risk too, bearing the burden of unemploy- 
ment? It is up to those engaged in the administration of industry to deal 
with this great problem. Unemployment, I think most people are agreed, 
is likely to be always with us because of the fluctuations of trade—fluctuations 
in supply and demand, the seasons and the weather, which we cannot alter. 
Industry will always have its reserves of labour, but it is surely part of the 
duty and organization of industry to see to it that it carries these reserves 
of labour. 

Then there is the question of status—democratic control. Here again 
we have got to clear our minds. An industry run by a committee of work- 
people is heading straight for bankruptcy ; you must have some organization 
and control. But there are well-defined spheres wherein the workpeople 
have a right to be heard. Take, for example, Works Rules. You make 


139 


— 


e |)6hU ine 


no peer eng 


a 


rules, or alter rules in the morning and expect them to be obeyed in the 
afternoon. Englishmen do not like that sort of thing, and they are rightly 
against it. Again you might put up a rule which is reasonable enough 
and apparently harmless in appearance, but if it is going to alter the hours 
of work it is going to alter the home life of the worker. It is going to upset 
the regular routine of the house ; it is going to disturb the wife, the outings 
of the children, the dinner hour and the supper hour. That sort of thing 
cannot be rearranged in five minutes, and you at once introduce discord 
from the works into the home, and you get resentment and antagonism. 
There is the other method—a Works Committee. The average Englishman 
is really, on the whole, a reasonable and orderly person. He does not like 
his work room to be a chaotic place ; he likes it to be tidy. Jf you put up 
to him certain rules which it is reasonable to ask all to agree to, and you sit 
round a table with him and some of his fellow workers and draft certain 
rules, the disposition will be to obey them. It is only fair that workpeople 
should have some say in the conduct of the industry they work for as far 
as working conditions go. Of course, such things as buying and selling 
and finance are expert matters, which it would be just as reasonable to expect 
the ordinary unskilled workman to understand as it would be to expect a 
man to run a complicated machine which it needs a skilled engineer to do. 
But with regard to working conditions and works discipline the workpeople 
have a right to be heard. 

As an employer I find great difficulty in getting workpeople to take a 
sufficient interest in the business. If you submit a balance sheet to a works 
council the first thing that strikes them is that the two sides add up exactly 
the same! But there are certain things that you can put before them, 
and if you can get them to take an interest in those things, so much the 
better. The difficulty is to get them to take an intelligent interest. 

With regard to democratic control, I do not think vou should lay 
down hard and fast rules how far you shall go and where you shall stop. 
The great thing is to make sure it is the genuine article. It is bound to 
fail if it is run solely with the idea that it is going to pay. lf it is run with 
the desire to bring workpeople to co-operate, by profit sharing or otherwise, 
that desire must be associated with the genuine spirit if it is to succeed. 
Of course, anybody who goes in for this sort of thing, and really tries to 
get reform along these lines, is bound to run up against disheartening 
things. He is bound to be disappointed again and again. But a reformer 
is not of much use if he is going to allow himself to be beaten by a few 
disappointments. 

What will be the result of applying Christian principles to industry ? 
Some people say that the only result will be that you will smash up modern 
industry altogether. Other people say : “ It is all very well, but all you are 
going to do is to bolster up the present rotten system.” I do not know 
which is right ; I have a shrewd suspicion that both are wrong. I think 
personally that the persistent and consistent application of Christian principles 
to industry will gradually transform it into something absolutely different 
from what it is at present. It will bring about a gradual change, working 
through the minds and hearts of men and women, towards something far 
finer than anything we have becn led to hope for or expect. 

Why I am speaking to you to-night is because we hope some of you will 
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feel that you would care to bear a part in this effort, and that you will be 
willing, in any way you can, to help forward the idea of getting a new spirit 
into industry. If by joining together we can bring about a change in the 
way people look at these things we shall have done something in this world 
really worth doing. 


(Neville Talbot was there, every inch of him, at Mark I, on November 1st, 
and had a greal reception. He gave a thoroughly characteristic address, but so 
punctuated with the most terrible anathemas against any who dared to report 
him, that although Shelston stuck to his pencil throughout the “ barrage,” the 
Editor has not yet recovered from the vertical gust. A discreet selection may 
perhaps appear later, as will also a report of J. C. Squire's talk on Parody.) 


THE SOCIAL SERVICE SHOP. 
(By R. Shelston, Secretary.) 


I HAVE been asked to write a paragraph or two on the work 

of the Social Service Shop at Headquarters. It is obviously 
impossible within the limits assigned me by the Editor to give 
an exhaustive list of the social service jobs this Central 
“Shop” has been able to fill, much less to give even a 
summary of the social service activities of our numerous 
Branches, now numbering some seventy or more, and spread 
all over the country. To attempt anything of the kind would 
be to make this article intolerably long, and this is expressly 
forbidden by the Editor, at all events, as far as this Number is 
concerned. However, here are a few specimens culled from one 
tiny corner of the field of social service in which we are hard at 
work—London Boys’ Clubs. They are intended only as an 
indication of what we are doing in that particular corner, but as 
such may have some interest for our readers. 


From the Organizer of a large Boys’ Club in the Battersea 
district, 19.10.22. ‘‘ For the last twenty years I have run this 
Club single-handed, and now the work is wearing me out. If I 
could get some help, even for one night a week, it would be such 
a relief.” Two Toc H men are now helping ; more are needed. 

The Highway Clubs in East London. Application from the 
Secretary for helpers, 19.9.22. Four Toc H Members are now 
putting in five nights a week between them, and Saturday after- 
noons for football. 

Application from the Vicar of a Church in the Battersea 
district for help to start his Boys’ Club, 4.10.22. Two Toc H 
Members are now running the Club. 
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_ _A series of fireside talks arranged for a Senior Boys’ Club 
in West Ham. 


A Boys’ Club in Bow Road supplied with helpers; more 
needed. 

A Club in Southwark. Six men helping. Another in Lam- 
beth, where three Toc H men are now at work, and another in 
Hoxton, where one Toc H man is at work. 

A Troop of Boy Scouts in the Walworth district without a 
Scout Master, 23.9.22. A Toc H Member has undertaken the 
job, and proposes to put in five nights a week. 

Among the members of Toc H are to be found some of the 
hardest and most unselfish workers in the kingdom ; but if there 
are any (either inside or outside the Movement) who have any 
available surplus of leisure, to those I would say: “ Give us the 
chance of placing before you some kind of work which might be 
congenial ; a definite job—-a small one, if you like, but a practical 
one.” There is any amount of work clamouring for labour; 
our difficulty is to find workers in sufficient numbers. 

The Social Service Shop is supplied with complete informa- 
tion, as far as complete information is obtainable, about the 
kind of work which it is possible for men to do in London and 
other great centres. Barclay Baron’s “ Opportunities of Social 
Service ”? (the revised edition of which can be had for the asking) 
gives particulars of a variety of jobs from which the would-be 
social worker can take his choice. Write for it. 

R.S. 


O.S. Voluntary helpers are urgently needed at a Bov’s Club in the 

Walham Green district, one of the largest of its kind in London. 
Men keen on physical training (boxing, harriers, etc.) will find a 
splendid and enthusiastic crowd of boys awaiting them. 

A courageous effort is being made in the Homerton district to run a 
social club for both sexes (aged 14 to 18). Splendid premises and a member- 
ship of over 300 are there already, but the staff of voluntary workers is 
hopelessly inadequate. The Club has a very fine morale. Volunteers, 
men and women, are desperately needed for Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings from 7 to 9 o’clock. After visiting these clubs we are convinced 
that the value of the work thev are doing among boys and girls is simply 
incalculable. If any of our readers can put in one or two nights a week 
at either of these clubs, will they communicate with the Social Service 
Secretary, Toc H, 123, St. George’s Square, S.W. 1. 

Anyone who will offer to visit permanently disabled cx-soldicrs, to 
organize entertainments for them at the hospital or to arrange outings, 
should get into touch with the Queen Alexandra Hospital Home for 


Discharged Soldiers, Roehampton, S.W. Such service will be very much 
appreciated. 
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BRANCH NEWS. 


BRIGHTON. The new rendezvous, 128, Church Road, Hove, at which 
we celebrated our first meeting on October 18th, is a great success. 
“ Prices moderate—Cuisine excellent ! ” 

The chief business of the evening was to arrange for a full Brighton 
contingent to visit London on December 15th. For this purpose another 
mecting was convened for November 2nd, when all signed the Petition 
skilfully prepared by G. S. Kerswell. (Great are the men that come from 
Worthing !) Other great men’s signatures will be obtained for this by way 
of commendation. 

Our best thanks and congratulations are due to G. S. kx. for his excellent 
article on Toc H, published in the Sussex Daily News issue of November 
Oth. While the attendance at our last two meetings has been much 
improved, we would remind all Toc H dwellers among the South Saxons 
that there is still room for further improvement. 


CAMBRIDGE. A well attended meeting was held in the Y.M.C.A. on 
Friday, October 27th, when the branch had the pleasure of welcoming 
Barclay Baron and Bob Collis. Mr. Carey, of Clare, was elected Chairman 
in the place of Major Bowes, who has fathered the branch during the first 
two vears of its existence. A new Secretary and Jobmaster were appointed, 
and the Rev. S. E. Marsh, Major Bowes and Bennett were grafted on to 
the Committee. à 

The new Chairman then outlined a policy which the Committee had 
recommended after a careful consideration of the many claims upon the 
undergraduate members’ time. This is, that without minimising its 
importance, active social service should not be made a sine qua non to 
membership, although the Jobmaster would always be willing and able to 
find work for those who wished it. It was felt essential that the unity of 
the town and ’varsity membership should be maintained. Town members 
were urged to meet frequently in the usual manner of ordinary branches, 
and to these meetings a limited number of ’varsity members should be 
invited. In addition two gencral meetings should be held per term, at which 
the whole membership would be present and some prominent speaker 
invited. Barclay Baron, on behalf of Headquarters, approved this policy. 
He then gave a brief summary of the progress of Toc H in all parts, and 
introducing the lamp, outlined the arrangements for the Birthday Party. 

On November roth the Rev. F. Komlosy gave a brief but absorbing 
account of the recent terrible year in Russia, and told us of his own efforts 
on behalf of the children through the schools at Balaclava and Copenhagen. 

The first fortnightly meeting of the town members is to take place on 
Wednesday, November 15th, at the Marguerite Café in Trumpington Street. 
A certain number of ’varsity men have been invited, and this is to be a 
regular feature of the meetings, so that if possible, the majority of ‘varsity 
members may receive an invitation once a term. Our chief work just now 
is getting the signatures for our Petition for a Lamp of Maintenance. We 
hope to turn out a strong delegation to the Birthday Party. 
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CARDIFF. Tom Evans, the recently appointed Social Service Corre- 
spondent (henceforth to,be known as “S.0.S.”) has proved to be “ the 
round peg in the round hole,’ and has been extraordinarily busy. He 
discovered a field for action in the Central Boy's Club and Hostel, and we 
immediately responded by giving them the best members we had available. 
These good fellows have undertaken to do this job for six months. At 
our monthly supper on Monday, November 13th, Mr. John P. Hoatson, 
the manager of this boys’ club, was the guest of the evening. It seems 
hardly credible, but it is a fact, that this was the first night Mr. Hoatson 
had been away from the club since his appointment over two years ago, 
and his absence was only made possible by Toc H. Mr. Hoatson, who has 
become one of us, gave an account of his work amongst these street boys, 
speaking most enthusiastically of the timely help rendered by the branch. 
He said that a little while back, an advertisement in the Press for voluntary 
helpers resulted in one man offering his services. 
enlist him. 

On Armistice Day, members met together at the Club Headquarters, 
Queen’s Café, for tea, and observed the Toc H ritual, which if possible was 
more impressive than usual ; and then at the supper on the Monday there 
was set in our midst the symbolic empty chair. 

t% Cardiff Branch will celebrate on Friday, December 8th, its first 
anniversary, arrangements for which are in course of preparation. There 


is a pious hope amongst some of us that ladies will be invited to participate 
in these festivities. ATM 


Toc H is hoping to 


EDINBURGH. We resumed our mectings at Fairley’s on Monday, 
October 16th, and had a very good turn out of members. ‘Our guest 
was Major Paterson, who most kindly came down from Headquarters 
at very short notice and decidedly cheered us up. We are moving up 
here, though as yet we are very, very cautious, but then aren't we 
always warned that it’s “ Safety first” ? All we are waiting for is sufficiently 
imposing premises, and meantime we have collected offers of help from all 
members with leisure, and are sending these offers to an already enisting 
club, so that when we get our own one going we can start with a thoroughly 
qualified staff. There is nothing like buying your experience at someone 
else’s shop. We are all agreed that we want to make our Branch a worthy 
part of the great whole, and while some of us—notably the Secretary—are 
perhaps lacking in faith, and certainly in patience, there are others who, 
from personal experience and wise foresight, are able to keep the ship steady 
and steer her into the course of activity to which she is best suited. We 
wound up our evening by choosing our delegates for the Birthday Party, 
and whoever misses the train on December 15th it won't be Auld E ! 

A. R. 


GLascow. I trust this may reach you not later than the 15th inst., 
which seems to be your closing date under regulations, compared with 
which the laws of the Medes and Persians were mere trifles. AES 

It may be of interest to know that the weird title of our organization 1s 
puzzling some of the lieges in this area. The other day an errand boy came 
to the door and enquired with a courtesy unusual for an errand boy, 
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for “ Mr. Tosh.” Although he did not meet “ Mr. Tosh,” he saw several of our 
other members and went away happier, and we hope wiser, than when he 
came. 

The activities of the ranch are being gradually extended, and as the 
membership is increasing, so will our activities in an ever growing ratio. 
Since entering on Headquarters at 93, Douglas Street, we have had to do 
a large amount of cleaning and decorating, and general titivation to make the 
premises presentable. Practically all this has been done by the members, 
and the enthustasm with which our younger men have gone into this is a 
revelation, and augurs well for the further welfare of the Branch. 

On Friday, November 3rd, there was a sort of house-warming party, 
when over seventy members and friends of both sexes gathered and enjoyed 
such hospitality as only Toc H can show. Thereafter, dancing, song and 
sentiment enlivened the evening, and in the “ wee sma’ ’oors’’ we wended 
our homeward way after a most enjoyable night. The result has been a 
distinct addition to our membership, and a quickened interest in ourselves 
and our activities by many others. The silence period after our social meal 
struck deeply into the feelings of those present, and made them realise 
that we stood for something more than mere social intercourse. 

On Friday, November roth, at our weekly social gathering, we had 
George J. McLeod, who gave us an informal address dealing with “ Toc H 
asl seeit.’’ This was listened to most attentively, with interspersed comment 
and discussion from the members, and we separated with the feeling that 
our Branch is going to make itself felt in many ways in this city before 
long. “Mac.” 


Harmas. We in Halifax are in existence, though you may not know 
it, but having only just been born, we may be excused for not chirping 
as much as the others. Before this time next year, however, we shall 
be in full feather and crowing. The movement in Halifax is as flourishing 
as possible, and prospects of a strong centre are good. We are having a 
rally on November oth, and on November 24th Pat. Leonard is coming from 
Manchester to give us further assistance. We have every hope of qualifying 
for a Lamp of Maintenance and of justifying our retention of it. H. W. 


LEICESTER. October was remarkable in the history of our Branch in 
that we arranged and carried through successfully our second supper. 
We were fortunate and delighted to have Major Edwards with us, 
and we owe him a treble debt of thanks for the inspiration his spirit and 
personality gave us, for the excellence of the address we appreciated so 
much, and for the delightful way in which he acted as the concrete link 
between ourselves and Headquarters. This personal link is indeed a 
very great help in the pioneer days. About seventy sat down to supper, 
including a gay little band from the neighbouring hamlet of Derby and 
several county members. We hope always to have some of them with us 
as supper time comes round each month. It was very evident that our 
monthly suppers must now be kept going. Until our house materialises, 
they are the only occasions when we can hope to get together many of our 


staunchest members. 
On October 18th, Uncle (officially, Assistant County Commissioner) 
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Cartwright came to tell us of the present position of Scouting in Leicester, 
and interested us deeply in what he had to say. Tor his sake as much 
as for the cause to which he gives himself so unselfishly and whole-heartedly, 
he is sure to get the support he asks for from among our members. On 
November 8th, Major Davy gave us a most interesting talk on “ The 
Freedom of the Straits.” He was followed with most absorbed attention, 
and many thoughtful questions were put to him afterwards. As he is so 
regularly with us, we are looking forward to having him again quite soon, with 
one foot in the coal-scuttle and the other in the fire. 

For -the rest all our interest is centred on the Birthday Party. 
Leicester means to be well represented and arrangements for sending a 
strong contingent to London on December 15th are going merrily forward. 

All Toc H members who find themselves in this neighbourhood are 
cordially invited to let us know of their presence, and we will see to it that 
they are told of the times and places of our suppers and other meetings. 
At other times “ Sawbones”’ may (with luck) be found at 78, London 
Road. If he is deciphering G.IR.Os., steal away and leave him. If he is 


writing one of the “ only twenty-three more ” letters, wait, and he will let 
vou lick the stamps. 


LIVERPOOL. So far the Mersey City has not made much of a splash, 
but there are decided ripples which give promise for the future. AS 
all the world knows we have not a House, but we are prepared to do the 
next best thing, and that is, to recommend hotels suited to Toc H pockets, 
and to try and find suitable “ diggings ” for those whose stav is to be of 
a more permanent character. C. J. Bolton, 123, Brookdale Road, Sefton 
Park, Liverpool, will supply the required information. 

The modified conditions of qualification for a Lamp of Maintenance 
brought hope of the Branch being among the first fifty. Such a symbol of 
existence would prove a great encouragement. The Light will speak to 
every heart and give a message which nothing else can communicate. Vive 
members are looking forward to being present at the Birthday Party, and 
will vie with all in their keenness to make the occasion worthy of Toc H. 

The Birthday Present idea was well received, and an effort is being 
made to assume that Liverpool’s gift will compare favourably with that of 
other Branches. 

The Branch meets every third Thursday in Millar's Café, Moorfields, 
at 7.45 p.m. The next meeting will be December 14th, and any wayfarers 
will be made very welcome. 

We hope to inaugurate an Annual Supper in the near future. The 
details have yet to be worked out and will appear in our next letter. 


Hearty greetings for Christmas and “ All the best” for 1923, to the 
whole of Toc H. 


NORTH Starrs. We howled our first howl on September Sth last, at 
7.30 pm., and nine attended our Christening. S. B. Bennett, of 
Cambridge, was the Father, and “ Bunny” Hare, our Padre, of Stoke, 
performed the necessary ablutions. Since then we have grown considerably, 
and already boast of nearly twenty enthusiasts. We shall make our presence 
felt in many ways in the Potteries, and our meetings are brimful of interest. 
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We await the coming of “ Tubby ” carly in the New Year, and if this baby 
Branch does not open his eyes then we will take him to the best optician 
in the Potteries for treatment. As already pointed out we possess a Branch 
Padre—a_ very able and willing member—and also a Branch Lawyer, so 
taking things all round we can’t go wrong, although one of us nearly got 
into trouble with his “ better half’’ through singing “ Rogerum ” in his 
sleep after the first meeting. Apparently the wife took objection to the 
ending of the word. Matters were, however, settled amicably, and a happy 
reconciliation took place. Our meetings are held weekly on Thursday, 
and we live for the coming of that evening. You shall hear from us again 
in due course. 1B, fe ial. 


Oxrorp. At present the Branch is running on one cylinder, so to 
speak, because we have not vet got a proper club. That, we hope, 
will come next year. Meanwhile, we are carrying on with a weekly 
club-night, on Thursdays, at the Good Luck Tea Rooms. We have had till 
now not less than fifty members, plus a few visitors, at each. 

Our addresses have included one from “ Sawbones,” of Leicester, on 
the“ Pilgrimage to Ober-Ammiergau, one from Michel Müller on the ‘‘ Move- 
ment of Youth in Germany,” and one from the Rev. F. F. Komlosy on the 

Work of the Russian Relief Fund.” On November oth we had our first 
General Meeting. Under the able Chairmanship of Reggie Smith, we got 
through a lot of useful work. The Rev. C. M. Chavasse, M.C., the old running 
“ Blue, who has already more than one link with Toc H, was elected Hon. 
Chaplain, and an executive appointed of three Town and four ’Varsity 
members, with Wally Smith as Local Secretary and Registrar. In view of the 
opening of Club Rooms, which would for us be a sufficient substitute for 
a Hostel, it was agreed to raise the sub. for 1923 to a minimum of 5s. 

We have great hopes of seeing more of the former Cavendish members 
at meetings. One or two of the L.S.W. have come. A number of these, 
many living some miles away, have been tackled by various means. We 
have linked up with the O.U. Scout Club, the Bermondsey Club. and, in 
the matter of Social Service, with the Students’ Christian Union. The 
Branch has not yet enough Town as, compared with ’Varsity members. 
This is a matter which we hope will soon be corrected, especially when the 
Vacation Committee, now being formed, gets into its stride. 

We are at present busy with the Petition, and preparations for the 
Birthday Party, to which we shall, of course, roll up in force. Till then, 
pax vobiscim ! D y: 


SOUTHAMPTON. The history of the Southampton House is like a 
fairy story, or like the boy who possessed a magic button, by rubbing 
which he could obtain his wishes. On our Guest Night, October 25th, 
Padre Meade came down and told a large gathering about the gift of the 
House, of which he is to write an account for this issue of the Journal. 

Of course, it is a very big thing for this Branch, and we are most 
marvellously lucky, and our hearty thanks go out to the most generous 
donor. It will mean a lot of work for local members, and the success of the 
House can only be accomplished by the united help of every member of the 
Southampton Branch. But I have no doubt of the success. I believe 
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Padre Meade hopes to open the House early in January. To ensure this 
members must help all they can. It is hoped that everybody will turn up 
to a Business Meeting in St. Mark’s Parish Room, Milton Road, at 7.30 p.m., 


on December 13th. We may be able to meet in the 


House itself on 
December 2oth. 


iG 


SPEN VALLEY. The last meeting turned out a real treat. We had 
the pleasure of hearing Mr. Thompson, the Librarian of Heckmondwike, 
who gave an excellent résumé of the Life and Works of Helen Weller. 
Everyone present was deeply impressed with the moving story of this great 
woman, who, though blind, deaf, and dumb, has learned through the one 
sense of touch, to read, hear. and speak, and to write ordinary script as well 
as to use a typewriter, and has not only mastered several forcign languages, 
but actually gained a University Degree. It is not easy to decide which is 
the greater marvel, Helen Keller herself or Miss Sullivan, who has devoted 
years of her life to achieving these wonderful results with her alflicted 
friend. This classic story of faith, patience and determination helped us to 
realize the implications of our Toc H slogan : ‘‘ To Pessimists tlie wav out!” 

On Armistice Day, eight members took to the Cleckheaton Memorial 
Unveiling a wreath adorned with a silk bow in the colours 
well. On Sunday, November r2th, we held our Commemoration Service in 
the Parish Church. Canon Wolde, Vicar of Dewsbury, gavi \ddress, 
and he spoke with a deep admiration of Toc H aims concerning comradeship, 
in the spirit of the elder: brothers who have passed on. After service we 
walked down to the Heckmondwike Cenotaph and placed a wreath there. 
The Scouts, under Padre Wright and Brothers Lockwood and Baxendale, 
paraded also and gave a general salute, while the Buglers plaved their 
march past. 

A new suggestion—TwO Clasped Hands. This was thought of by 
meeting Halifax members and receiving such a cordial welcome. H. ©. M. 


know so 


Toc H IN CANADA (from a Manitoba Paper, October 24th). That a 
determined effort will be made to consolidate the Toc H movement 
in Canada, was definitely assured with the announcement at a Dinner 
of the local membership in the Lombard Café last night, that Dominion 
Headquarters would be transferred from Toronto to Winnipeg, and a concrete 
programme of action considered. 

The ideals of Toc H were set forth in an address given by E. A. Johnson, 
Lecturer in English at the Manitoba Agricultural College. He referred to 
the great influence of the movement upon the lives of men on active service. 
The object of Talbot House, Mr. Johnson said, should be to conquer hate, 
counteract humbug, create harmony and consecrate humour. Four 
significant parodies on our initial letters, Toc H. 

Members of the Winnipeg organization will observe Armistice Day, 


November 11th, with a special Memorial Service at 6.30 p.m., in St. 
Alban’s Church. 
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